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E¥Sermon Title

@ Happy Birthday, Jesus!
The Gift That Changed Everything

Main Theme

Christmas isn’t just about the presents we find under
the tree; it’s about the presence of God with us. Jesus
is the greatest gift because He came to earth to be our
friend, our Savior, and our light—even in the messy
places.

Bible Verse

"Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord."

— Luke 2:11 (NIV)
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1.What is the absolute weirdest or funniest
birthday present you have ever received? (Did
anyone ever get socks when they wanted a video

game?)

2.1f you could throw a birthday party for anyone in

the whole world, who would it be and what kind
of cake would you buy?

3.Why do you think God chose to come to earth as
a tiny, crying baby instead of a giant, powerful

superhero?
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The Empty Seat at Table 4

Leo stared at the giant, roasted turkey sitting in the middle of the dining room
table. The house smelled amazing—like cinnamon, pine needles, and buttery
mashed potatoes. It was Christmas Eve, his favorite night of the year. But Leo didn't
feel like eating. He looked at the empty chair at the head of the table. It was his
dad’s chair. His dad was a pilot and had called yesterday to say a massive
snowstorm had grounded his plane three states away. "I'm so sorry, buddy," his
dad had said. "l won't make it for Christmas morning."

Leo looked at the pile of gifts under the tree. There was a big, rectangular one he
was pretty sure was the new electric scooter he’d been begging for. But honestly?
He would trade that scooter, his Xbox, and every piece of candy in his stocking just
to have his dad sitting in that empty chair. The stuff didn’t matter if the person he
loved wasn't there. Leo poked his mashed potatoes with a fork, feeling a lump in his
throat that was bigger than a meatball.

Suddenly, the front door creaked. A blast of freezing cold air rushed into the warm
house. Leo’s dog, Buster, started barking like crazy. Leo turned around, and there,
covered in snowflakes and shivering in a thick coat, stood his dad. He had rented a
car and driven through the night on icy roads just to be there. Leo knocked his chair
over as he scrambled up and ran full speed into his dad’s arms. He buried his face
in his dad’s cold jacket. The best gift wasn't the scooter in the box; it was the
presence of his father in the room. That hug changed the whole night from sad to
joyful.
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¥ The "Plain Brown Box" Surprise
Supplies:

A very fancy, shiny gift bag filled with crumpled-up newspaper and old
banana peels (or just trash).

A beat-up, plain brown cardboard box (taped up messily) with a full-size
candy bar or a $5 bill inside.

The Point: To show that the best gifts don't always look fancy on the
outside.

Lesson: Hold up the Fancy Bag. Ask the kids, "Who wants this gift?"
(Everyone will cheer). Open it up and dump out the trash. Eww! Then,
hold up the ugly Brown Box. Ask, "Who wants this leftover box?" (Ideally,
someone hesitates). Open it to reveal the treasure.

Explain: "When Jesus was born, He didn't come in a 'fancy wrapper.' He
wasn't born in a castle with gold ribbons. He was born in a humble way.
The world thought the Savior would look like a King in a palace (the Fancy
Bag), but God sent Him in a humble manger (the Brown Box). The
wrapping doesn't matter; the treasure inside—Jesus—is what changed
the world."




Sermons4Children
.com

The King in the Living Room

Have you ever had a house so full of people for a holiday that you had to sleep on
the floor in a sleeping bag? That is actually closer to what happened to Jesus! For a
long time, people thought Jesus was turned away from a "hotel" or an Inn. But the
Bible actually uses a word that means "Guest Room." When Joseph and Mary got to
Bethlehem, they likely went to a relative's house, but the house was packed! The
guest room was already full of other family members.

The story of Jesus’ birth is found in Luke 2:1-20.

Because the guest room was full, Mary and Joseph had to stay in the lower part of
the house—the main room where the family lived and worked. In those days, people
often brought their animals into that lower area at night to keep them safe and warm.
That’s why there was a manger there. A manger is a feeding trough for animals! So,
Jesus wasn't born alone in a cold barn far away; He was likely born right in the middle
of a busy, crowded, noisy house. God didn't demand a VIP private room. He came
right into the middle of real life—among the noise, the animals, and the family.

% Lessons For Us

Just like in our story about Leo, where the best gift was his dad showing up, the best
gift of Christmas is that God showed up. He moved into our neighborhood. He didn't
stay distant in a palace; He came into the crowded, messy "living room" of our world.
Because Jesus came to earth, we are never alone. He understands what it’s like to be
human. So, when you wake up on Christmas morning and tear open those presents,
remember: The paper and ribbons are fun, but the real party is for Jesus. He is the
gift that never breaks, never gets lost, and never runs out of batteries.
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~ Impact Conclusion

Next time you feel lonely or like your life is too "messy" for God, remember the
manger. Jesus chose the humble spot over the fancy guest room. He chooses you,
exactly how you are, messy hair and all. You don't have to be perfect for Him to love
you. This Christmas, the best gift you can give Jesus is your heart.

« » Closing Prayer

"Dear God, thank You for the best birthday gift ever—Jesus. Thank You that He came
to be with us right in the middle of our real lives. Help us to celebrate You more than
the toys this year. We love You. In Jesus’ hame, Amen."

@ Salvation Prayer

"Jesus, | believe You are the Son of God. | believe You came to earth, died for my

sins, and rose again. Please forgive me for my mistakes. Come into my heart and be
my King. | want to follow You. Amen."
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? Test your knowledge!

1.What town was Jesus born in? (Bethlehem)

2.Who was the Roman emperor who called for a census? (Caesar
Augustus)

3.What did Mary wrap baby Jesus in? (Cloths / Swaddling clothes)

4.Where did Mary place Jesus after He was born? (A manger)

5.Which group of people did the angels appear to first? (The
Shepherds)

6.Why were the shepherds terrified? (Because the glory of the Lord
shone around them)

7.What is the "Good News" the angel talked about? (That a Savior, the
Messiah, had been born)

8.True or False: Jesus was turned away from a hotel. (False! The
"guest room" in the family house was just full.)

9.What does the name "Immanuel" mean? (God with us)

10.Why is Jesus considered the best gift? (Because He brings salvation

and God's love to everyone)
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1. "Packed House" (Musical Chairs Twist)

Goal: Find a spot before the "house" is full.

Instructions: Set up chairs (one fewer than the number of players). Play Christmas
music. When the music stops, kids must find a seat (a spot in the guest room). The kid

left standing joins the "Welcome Team" and helps cheer for the others.

Shepherd Sheep Herding
Goal: Guide your "sheep" to the stable.

Supplies: White balloons (inflated) and pool noodles (or cardboard wrapping paper

tubes).

Instructions: Divide kids into teams. Each team gets a balloon (the sheep). They must

use the noodle (the staff) to guide the balloon across the room into a laundry basket

(the stable) without touching it with their hands or letting it touch the floor.

The Human Christmas Tree
e Goal: Decorate a teammate.
e Supplies: Green crepe paper streamers, stick-on bows, shatterproof ornaments
(with hooks removed/taped).
¢ Instructions: Pick one leader per team to be the "Tree." The other kids have 60
seconds to wrap the leader in green paper and stick as many bows on them as

possible. The best-looking "Tree" wins.
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Popsicle Stick Stable Ornament
Supply List:
e Jumbo popsicle sticks (3 per child)
Regular popsicle sticks (2 per child)
Wood glue or Tacky glue
Yellow construction paper (for the star)
A small handful of dried grass or shredded brown paper (hay)
A tiny piece of blue felt or fabric (Baby Jesus)
Markers
String or ribbon
Instructions:
1.Build the House: Glue the three jumbo sticks into a triangle shape (the stable
roof and floor).
2.Make the Manger: Cut one regular stick in half and glue it in an "X" shape at
the bottom of the triangle.
3.Add the Hay: Glue a little pinch of shredded paper/grass into the "X".
4.Baby Jesus: Roll the blue felt into a tiny tube and glue it on top of the hay.
Draw a little sleeping face on a scrap of paper and glue it to the felt.
5.The Star: Cut a star out of yellow paper and glue it to the top peak of the
stable. Write "Happy Birthday Jesus" on the bottom stick.
6.Hang it: Loop a ribbon through the top so they can hang it on their tree at

home.
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The At-Home Connection

Parent’s Pain Point Solved: You want to have spiritual conversations with your kids,
but life is busy, and you don't have a theology degree. Here is a simple, "no-prep"
way to connect faith to your family dinner.
Discussion Questions:
1.""If you could give Baby Jesus a gift today, but it couldn't be something you buy
at a store (like money or toys), what would you give Him? (Hint: kindness,
obedience, a song?)"
2."We learned today that Jesus wasn't in a hotel, but likely in a crowded house
with family. How does it make you feel to know Jesus was born in a normal, busy
home like ours?"
3."What is one way our family can show God's love to a neighbor or friend this
week?"
Family Activity: The "Jesus Birthday Cake"
Supplies: Any snack cake, muffin, or donut you have in the pantry. A single candle.
Action: Before dessert (or breakfast!), put a candle in the item. Light it, sing "Happy
Birthday" to Jesus together, and blow it out.
Prayer: Have your child say a short prayer thanking Jesus for coming to earth. It’s a

simple tradition that makes the holiday center on Him.




